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KENDALL PROSECUTOR PRESENTED HERO AWARD FROM 
MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING 

  
Kendall County State’s Attorney’s Office Criminal Division Chief Frank Gorup announced that 

Assistant State’s Attorney Ryan Phelps was presented with the Hero Award from the Mothers 

Against Drunk Driving (MADD) for his continued efforts in taking impaired motorists off the 

road.   

 

MADD’s mission is to end drunk and drugged driving, support the victims of these violent 

crimes, and prevent underage drinking and other drug use.  Every year MADD hosts a banquet to 

recognize the hard work that law enforcement and prosecutors do in taking impaired drivers off 

the road.  The Hero award is presented to prosecutors who demonstrate extraordinary 

commitment and service in fighting drunk and drugged driving or providing compassionate 

support to victims of impaired driving crashes. 

 

Gorup stated “All prosecutors work hard in presenting their case to a judge or jury, but there are a 

few that go above and beyond. From my perspective, this award exemplifies that Ryan has 

always worked to seek justice for the families affected by impaired drivers, having prosecuted 

over 600 DUI cases while working for the Kendall County State’s Attorney’s Office. However, 

few cases exhibit his efforts quite like the Oscar Cano prosecution that concluded earlier this 

year.  Watching him interact firsthand with the family members of the deceased, and the other 

surviving victim, who had sustained life altering injuries, showed a level of compassion that 

cannot be imitated.  Additionally, Ryan put in late nights to understand kinematic reconstruction, 

how the DNA evidence, unique to this case, could be pieced together to prove the driver was 

Cano, and his tireless effort working to in conjunction with a private company to complete a 3D 

CGI video reenactment of the fatal crash, was integral to obtaining a guilty verdict for the 

victims.  Ryan continues to be a mentor to our younger attorneys and this recognition by MADD 

is well deserved.” 

 

Ryan Phelps has worked in the Kendall County State’s Attorney’s Office since 2012 and 

currently is a senior felony prosecutor for the criminal division.  Additionally, he heads up the 

Kendall County Domestic Violence Response Team (DVRT) and is a member of the Kendall 

County Juvenile Justice Council.  Ryan recently was part of the prosecution team that convicted 

James Brown of a double murder earlier this year and secured a natural life sentence on that case.       
 


