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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Historic Court House 
110 W. Madison Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
5:30 p.m. 

November 17, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki, Kristine Heiman, Elizabeth Flowers, and Jeff Wehrli  
Absent: Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Director, and Wanda Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the October 20, 
2025, meeting with a correction changing the time that the meeting adjourned.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli stated that Plattville was being proactive with their comprehensive land plan.  Chairman 
Wehrli noted that he attended a meeting at Chapel on the Green in which a historical marker was placed in front 
of the church for its role in the Underground Railroad.    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Participation in Consultation Regarding 16929 Ridge Road; Commission Could Approve a Proposal Related 
to an Agreement Document  
Mr. Asselmeier stated that this property was purchased for a Data Center.  The structure has been slated for 
demolition.  Ken Itle, Associate Principal, with Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates Inc, sent an email to Mr. 
Asselmeier stating that he feels the mitigation is reasonable.  Mr. Itle went to the property and conducted a 
structure survey.  The proposed mitigation includes intensive documentation and archival research of the 
property.   There will be high resolution photographs taken of the interior and exterior of the house and barns. 
One (1) suggestion from the State was for the developer to perform a structure survey of a township.  This may 
interfere with the with the existing structure survey of Seward Township and the developer may not want to add 
another township due to the cost.  This property will be annexed into Minooka. 

Member Bernacki made a recommendation that the developer might be able to reimburse a portion of the funds 
to the County for conducting a structure survey in Seward Township.  Mr. Asselmeier will look into the 
available options, including having the developer fund a structure survey in another township. 
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Chairman Wehrli expressed the house was in good condition and people lived there.     
 
Member Bernacki asked if there was any preliminary research that this is a livable residence.  Mr. Asselmeier 
said he has not seen a report from Ken Itle or Burns McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the barn will be saved and everything else will be demolished. 
 
Chairman Wehrli asked what options were available.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that he will contact the State for 
clarification. 
 
Discussion of Plattville Comprehensive Plan Update  
Chairman Wehrli stated that HR Green Group is working on Plattville’s comprehensive land plan.  It appears 
they intend keep the community the same.  Mr. Asselmeier mentioned a goal in the proposed plan was to create 
Historic Preservation Ordinance for Plattville.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that Plattville could be included in the 
structure survey for Lisbon Township, if Plattville wanted to enter into an intergovernmental agreement.  
Plattville might be asked to contribute funds for the structure survey.   
 
Plattville plans on having their proposed plan finalized by February or March of 2026 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Update on the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway Temperance Hall  
Mr. Asselmeier reported Temperance Hall in Norway has been approved by the Illinois National Register 
Advisory Council.  They are one (1) step closer to being on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
Discussion of Future Historic Preservation Group Meetings  
Mr. Asselmeier spoke about the location and topics for the February Historic Preservation Organization 
Meeting. Mr. Asselmeier suggested the location to be The Kendall County Historic Courthouse and the topic be 
the two hundred fiftieth (250th) anniversary of the United States.  The Commissioners were in favor of the 
suggestion.  Mr. Asselmeier will work with Natalia in the County Administration Office regarding speakers.   
 
Update on Historic Structure Survey 
Mr. Asselmeier reported there have been two (2) days of survey in Seward Township so far.  The survey is 
complete for forty (40) properties of one hundred twenty-five (125) total estimated for Seward Township.  They 
visited the farm at 16929 Ridge Road as part of this initial fieldwork.    
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he will reach out to Plattville Lutheran Church to have meetings in December or January 
and have the February Meeting at the Kendall County Historic Courthouse.  Chairman Wherli suggested having 
a meeting at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Oswego.       
 
Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County  
There were no updates on the Native American Tribes associated with Kendall County. 
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier reported he had a meeting with the Superintendent of Silver Springs and the Superintendent 
stated that the roof was fixed, and they are working on the siding.   The contractors are working to make it safe 
for visitors.  It appears that the last time the property was occupied was in 2007.   
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Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications 
Commissioners reviewed a form that Mr. Asselmeier drafted which consisted of a letter, a list of assistance 
programs that are available as of 2025, and the opportunity to landmark a property.   Mr. Asselmeier stated that, 
if the policy was approved, Staff would check the properties that were slated for demolition or remodeling 
against the list of properties identified in one (1) of the structure surveys, it would be flagged, and the 
Department would let the Commission know of the application.  Mr. Asselmeier stated this policy would need 
to be approved by the Planning, Building & Zoning Committee.   
 
Commissioners will discuss the proposal with Planning, Building & Zoning Chairman Seth Wormley.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The next meeting will be on December 15, 2025. 
   
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 
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