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HIGHWAY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

 

DATE:   April 14, 2026 

LOCATION:   Kendall County Highway Department 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jason Peterson, Scott Gengler, Dan Koukol & Brooke Shanley 

STAFF PRESENT: Michele Riley, John Burscheid and Francis Klaas 

ALSO PRESENT: Colby Wedwick 

 

 

The committee meeting convened at 3:30 P.M. with roll call of committee members.  Bachmann 

absent.  Quorum established. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler, to approve the agenda. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler, to approve the Highway Committee minutes from March 10, 

2026.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Motion Gengler; second Koukol, to recommend approval of a resolution approving low bidders 

from the March 27, 2026 letting.  There were 18 projects bid on that date.  County Board is the 

awarding authority for 11 of the projects.  Committee members discussed bids on specific 

projects.  In general terms, projects were well under engineer’s estimates, with the exception of 

the Gates Creek Project.  Motion approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Koukol, to recommend approval of an agreement with HR green for 

Phase 3 Engineering on Ridge Road Reconstruction – Holt Rd to Black Rd – in the amount of 

$3,495,843.  Koukol asked Colby if he wanted to speak on behalf of HR Green.  Wedwick 

identified himself as part of the design team for HR Green, working on other projects for the 

County.  Other members of his firm would be working on the Phase 3 for Ridge Road.  

Hutchison Engineering is the engineer of record for design of the Ridge Road project.  Koukol 

thought the price might be a little high.  Klaas stated that the 8% Phase 3 fee is right in line with 

all the other projects that the County has done.  He noted that the bid opening for the project is 

coming up on April 24th.  Koukol discussed all the work that has been done along Ridge Road by 

the data center, Equinix (Minooka).  Gengler asked where the money would come from to pay 

for these engineering fees.  Klaas stated that it would come from Transportation Sales Tax.  He 

added that all soft costs were being paid from County sales taxes.  Using any type of State or 

Federal money for engineering or land acquisition complicates the project.  That is why the 

County typically only uses Federal monies for construction, when consultants would be 

managing and documenting the work anyway.  It makes the whole process more efficient.  

Gengler asked what the total soft costs were going to be.  Klaas thought it would approach $10 

million.  He added that the good news was that the County is now collecting over $10 million per 

year in sales taxes.  Gengler also asked if the Phase 3 engineering would be paid out in one lump 

sum.  Klaas thought it would be spread over about 3 years.  He didn’t think the County would 

have any trouble paying for this.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion Gengler; second Koukol, to recommend approval of a resolution conveying a temporary 

easement of 0.486 acre to the People of the State of Illinois, Department of Transportation, for 

highway purposes, at no cost to the State of Illinois, and authorizing the County Board Chairman 
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to execute and deliver such instruments as may be necessary or convenient to consummate such 

use.  Koukol asked where this was located.  Klaas described the parcel near Galena Road & Ill. 

Rte. 47 and how IDOT has requested the temporary easement as part of their Route 47 

improvement project.  After completion of the Route 47 roadway improvements, there would be 

no permanent interest taken by IDOT in the parcel.  Koukol asked if the contractor would be 

using the parcel for any logistics.  Klaas stated that it would be up to the County in that regard.  

Klaas then described some of the work that the County would be doing on Galena Road between 

Eldamain Road and Route 47 as part of the Project Cardinal data center.  Koukol wondered how 

and when the County was going to be paid for the Galena Road improvements.  Klaas stated that 

he was having a conversation right now with the City of Yorkville about whether the Galena 

Road costs would be incorporated into the City’s agreement with the developer, or if the County 

would have a standalone agreement with the developer.  Either way, all parties have agreed that 

the improvements to Galena Road would be paid for by the developer.  Motion carried 

unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion Gengler; second Shanley, to recommend approval of an Ordinance Granting Variance to 

the Kendall County Highway Access Regulation Ordinance – Cannonball Trail.  Klaas described 

the petition by a property owner to obtain an additional full access to Cannonball Trail to serve 

an auxiliary structure on his property.  He indicated that there were multiple other accesses on 

this roadway and other access variances granted in the immediate vicinity.  He noted that 

Cannonball Trail has the least restrictive access designation in the County’s Access Ordinance.  

Peterson confirmed that the petitioner would pay for installation of the access.  Koukol asked if 

the County Engineer could just grant this variance.  Klaas said that he did not have the authority 

because it technically violates the Access Ordinance.  Only the County Board can grant the 

variance.  Motion approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler, to recommend approval of an ordinance amending Kendall 

County Ordinance No. 2022-16.  Klaas provided some historical background on the original 

access variance ordinance for Plainfield Logistics Centre (DHL).  Said variance required DHL to 

provide a cross access easement with the property owner to the south.  It has been difficult, if not 

impossible, for DHL to work out the language on the cross access easement.  Klaas and the SAO 

believe the southerly property owner has been unreasonable.  For these reasons, the SAO has 

drafted an amendment to the original ordinance, softening the language to require just “all 

reasonable means” to secure the cross access easement.  Klaas thought that this would work fine, 

considering the southerly owner likely just wants to continue farming the parcel, and when 

development comes, the new owner will be more motivated to work out an agreement.  Gengler 

asked about the restrictions for access on Ridge Road – the WIKADUKE Trail.  Klaas discussed 

proposed accesses on Ridge Road, including an additional full access between DHL’s and Ill. 

Rte. 126.  Due to the spacing between Plainfield Road and Ill. Rte. 126, the full access spacing 

on this segment will likely be closer to 1/3-mile instead of ½-mile.  Koukol identified DHL as 

being within the Plainfield corporate limits, while properties to the south are unincorporated.  He 

also discussed possible locations for future municipal utilities.  Motion approved unanimously by 

voice vote. 

 

In Other Business, Klaas asked for feedback from the Committee on a TAP grant request.  At his 

request, City of Joliet submitted an application for TAP monies to resurface a multi-use path 

along the west side of Ridge Road between Theodore St. and Black Rd.  Even though the 

application was submitted past the original deadline, Klaas recommended that the County 
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approve the grant because no other agency had submitted an application for 2026.  Requested 

amount is $56,250.  Koukol said that a lot of people use that path.  Koukol asked if we raised the 

amount of TAP funds.  Klaas confirmed that $150,000 is deposited in the fund each year.  

Koukol asked if Joliet would build the improvement in-house.  Klaas thought that the City would 

be the lead agency for design and bidding, but would likely have a contractor pave the path.  

Koukol asked that Klaas keep him informed as that project progresses. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler to forward Highway Department bills for the month of April in 

the amount of $323,527.86 to the Finance Committee for approval.  Motion approved 

unanimously. 

 

Gengler asked if the Collins Road project was completed.  Klaas reported that he had just 

received final inspection of that project from IDOT. 

 

Koukol asked about the nature of the empty lot near the water tower on the north side of Collins 

Road.  Klaas stated that this was Village of Oswego property.  Committee members viewed an 

aerial on County GIS and had unanswered questions about the lot. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler, to adjourn the meeting at 3:58 PM.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Francis C. Klaas, P.E. 

Kendall County Engineer 

 

Action Items 

 

1. Resolution approving low bidders from the March 27, 2026 letting 
 

2. Agreement with HR green for Phase 3 Engineering on Ridge Road Reconstruction – Holt Rd 

to Black Rd – in the amount of $3,495,843 
 

3. Resolution conveying a temporary easement of 0.486 acre to the People of the State of 

Illinois, Department of Transportation, for highway purposes, at no cost to the State of 

Illinois, and authorizing the County Board Chairman to execute and deliver such instruments 

as may be necessary or convenient to consummate such use 
 

4. Ordinance Granting Variance to the Kendall County Highway Access Regulation Ordinance – 

Cannonball Trail 

 

5. Ordinance amending Kendall County Ordinance No. 2022-16 


