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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
5 W. Washington Street 

Oswego, IL 60543 
5:30 p.m. 

March 16, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Eric Bernacki Elizabeth Flowers, Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli  
Absent:  Kristine Heiman 
Also Present:  Bob Mead, Matt Asselmeier, Director, and Wanda Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the minutes from the January 21, 
2026, meeting and February 18, 2026, gathering.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli mentioned that his goddaughter was married at the Church of the Good Shepherd about 
fifteen (15) or twenty (20) years ago.  Chairman Wehrli stated it is a beautiful church.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month 
Mr. Asselmeier presented a draft proclamation with the theme to be determined.  The proclamation will be 
based on America’s semi quincentennial anniversary in mind.   

Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to recommend approval of the proclamation 
declaring May, historic preservation month, with the acknowledgement that the theme may change.   

The votes were as follows: 

Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Shanahan, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Heiman 

The motion carried.  



HPC Meeting Minutes 3.16.26 Page 2 of 5 

The proclamation will be presented at the May 5, 2026, County Board meeting.  
 
Tour of The Church of the Good Shepherd 
Commissioners toured the church.  Chairman Wehrli asked how old was the original part of the church.  Bob 
Mead, church member, stated the church is over one hundred (100) years old.   
 
Member Shanahan asked how many church members stay after the services.  Mr. Mead said many people stay 
after the service to have coffee and visit with other members.   
 
During the visit, Mr. Mead rang the church bell.  Mr. Mead stated he rings the church bell twice on Sundays.  
There was an addition made to the church about twenty (20) years ago.  The Commissioners expressed 
appreciation to Mr. Mead for providing a comprehensive tour of the church.     
 
Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Commission Could Select Winner(s) 
Ken Donart 
Commissioners reviewed an application for a Lifetime of Dedication to the Field of Historic Preservation for 
Ken Donart with Chapel on the Green.  If Mr. Donart was approved as the winner, the ceremony will take place 
at the second (2nd) County Board meeting in May, assuming there were no scheduling conflicts. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier reported the cost of plaques were approximately One Hundred Sixty-Four Dollars ($164).  
Discussion occurred regarding incorporating the America 250 logo on the plaque. 
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the award for Ken Donart with 
the America 250 logo and Member Flowers agreeing to pay the difference between having the County logo on 
the plaque and the America 250 logo on the plaque. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Shanahan, and Wehrli  
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Heiman 
 
The motion carried.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier will order the plaque and coordinate schedules for the presentation.   
 
Member Shanahan asked if nominees who did not receive the award this year would be eligible in the next 
cycle.  Mr. Asselmeier confirmed that a previous nominee may be nominated in the future and he will provide a 
list to the Commission, when the Commission starts reviewing applications for 2027.     
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Request from David J. Fiore, Jr. to Designate 13 N. Cannonball Trail (PIN:  02-15-151-003), Bristol in 
Bristol Township a Local Landmark 
Approval to Waive the $500 Application Fee; Related Invoices to Be Paid from the Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Approval of Initial Recommendation of the Application and the Scheduling of a Public Hearing on the 
Application 
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Commissioners reviewed emails from Ken Itle stating the structure at 13 N Cannonball Trail could have been 
built in the 1860s and is worthy of local landmark status.    
 
The Petitioner was agreeable to paying Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) toward the application fee.   Based 
on this contribution, and assuming the prices for plaques and notices were consistent with recent purchases, the 
Commission would still have approximately One Hundred Eleven Dollars ($111) available for the summer 
group meeting.   
 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to reduce the application fee to Two Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($250) and consider the application complete upon payment of the reduced fee.  
 
The votes were as follows: 
 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Shanahan, and Wehrli  
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Heiman 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will notify the Petitioner.  If the Petitioner pays the fee by March 24, 2026, the Commission can 
have a public hearing on the application on April 20, 2026.     
 
Discussion of February 2026 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups  
Approval of Invoice for Food and Coffee in the Amount of $108.16; Invoice to Be Paid from PBZ 
Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Approval of Invoice for Water in the Amount of $4.03; Invoice to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical 
Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Update on Museum Passport Program  
Commissioners discussed the Museum Passport Program.  There was a meeting with the County Administration 
Department and the museums on March 13, 2026.  The County and museums were working out the logistics of 
the program.  The County hopes to have the program up and running by late spring or early summer.   
 
Follow-Up Discussion on the Meeting 
Commissioners felt the meeting was successful. 
 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the invoices for food, coffee, and 
water, the amounts listed. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Shanahan, and Wehrli  
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Heiman 
 
The motion carried.   
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Discussion of Consultation Regarding 16929 Ridge Road 
Commissioners reviewed an email stating a memorandum of agreement was under review at the State Historic 
Preservation Office to fund a structure survey of unincorporated Oswego Township.   
 
Member Bernacki asked if all of Oswego would be surveyed.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that the survey will include 
Boulder Hill, Shore Heights, Gastville, and the rural areas.  Member Bernacki asked if all the homes in Boulder 
Hill will be cataloged.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that every house over fifty (50) years old could be cataloged.      
 
Member Bernacki asked if Boulder Hill could be landmarked and made into an historic district.  Mr. Asselmeier 
stated that it depends on the results of the structure survey and how Boulder Hill residents feel about area 
becoming an historic district. 
 
Member Flowers stated that, in the past, Boulder Hill did not want to be part of something larger, but, now it is 
more open to programs like historic preservation.  
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that Boulder Hill is one (1) of the subdivisions in the area with affordable housing.   
 
Member Flowers stated that Boulder Hill is one (1) of the largest unincorporated single subdivisions in the 
country. 
 
Update on the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway Temperance Hall  
Commissioners reviewed the announcement and press release regarding placing the Norway Temperance Hall 
on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
Update on Historic Structure Survey and Future Structure Surveys; Commissioners Could Select Future 
Townships to Survey 
Mr. Asselmeier presented an email from Ken Itle stating the survey of Seward Township was finished and they 
are starting to work on Na-Au-Say Township. 
 
Commissioners reviewed price quotes for surveying the remaining townships.     
 
Mr. Asselmeier also provided an email from Jon Pressley regarding the CLG Grant application window.  
  
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Renovated County Office Building at 504 S. Main Street in April 
Gaylord House at 1542 Plainfield Road in May  
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the April meeting will be held in the County Boardroom at 504 S. Main Street, 
Yorkville and the May meeting will be at the Gaylord House at 1542 Plainfield Road.  
 
Chairman Wehrli mentioned he would like to have a meeting at the PNA Camp in Yorkville.  Mr. Asselmeier 
stated he would ask the PNA Camp if a meeting could be held there. 
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier communicated there is no update at this time.  
 
Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
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and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications and/or Approve a Form to 
Give to Impacted Property Owners and/or Decide to Remove the Item from Future Agendas 
Chairman Wehrli stated he would like the Historic Preservation Commission to be notified when there is a 
historic structure to be demolished.   
 
Member Bernacki stated that the property at 16929 Ridge Road was a good example of an historic structure to 
be demolished that may have been saved if the Commission knew about it prior to being approved for a data 
center.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that this issue has to do with processing permits and if the Planning, Building and 
Zoning Committee approves having the demo permits checked for historic status.  Chairman Wehrli asked, if 
this proposal was approved, would the Planning, Building and Zoning Committee have to amend the code or 
create a new policy.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that, if an applicant submits an application for a demolition permit 
for a structure classified as historic, the Historic Preservation Commission must be notified, if this proposal was 
adopted.  The applicant may object to contacting the Commission; however, if a local ordinance requires 
Historic Preservation Commission review prior to demolition, that review cannot be bypassed.  Mr. Asselmeier 
will request the information be added to an upcoming Planning, Building and Zoning Committee agenda.   
 
Commissioners also wondered if the Sixty-Two Thousand Dollars could be leveraged as a match for a grant to 
conduct structure surveys in another township.  Mr. Asselmeier will ask the State Historic Preservation Office if 
this request is possible.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
January 29, 2026, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Last Call for Your Generosity  
Commissioner reviewed the email.  
 
February 2, 2026, Email Regarding 2026 Call for Nominations for American World War II Heritage City 
Program 
Commissioner reviewed the email.  
 
February 10, 2026, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding February 25th Webinar on 
Adhered Veneers Wall Systems 
Commissioner reviewed the email.  
 
March 4, 2026, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding March 19th Webinar on 
Structural Load Testing 
Commissioner reviewed the email.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The next meeting will be on April 20, 2026, in the County Boardroom. 
   
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:32 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 
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