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HIGHWAY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

 

DATE:   July 14, 2026 

LOCATION:   Kendall County Highway Department 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Gengler, Dan Koukol & Brooke Shanley 

STAFF PRESENT: Michele Riley, John Burscheid, Evan Bohr, and Francis Klaas 

ALSO PRESENT: June McCord, Andy Underwager, Rob Eaton, and Jeremy Hudek 

 

 

The committee meeting convened at 3:30 P.M. with roll call of committee members.  Peterson 

and Bachmann absent.  Quorum established. 

 

Motion Koukol; second Gengler, to appoint Dan Koukol as Highway Chair Pro Tem for the 

purpose of this meeting. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Motion Koukol; second Shanley, to approve the Highway Committee minutes from June 9, 2026.  

Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Klaas introduced representatives from the Village of Plattville.  Andy Underwager of HR Green, 

Inc. discussed the need for a new bridge deck on structure 047-3085 on Brisbin Road.  The 

superstructure is in poor condition, while the substructure is in relatively good condition, hence 

the need for replacing all 7 deck beams.  He indicated that they would like to proceed, maybe 

even this year, with replacing the deck at a cost of about $250,000, including engineering.  

Plattville is requesting 50% funding from the County for this project.  June McCord, Village 

President, added that when Plattville incorporated, they inherited 5 bridges from the Lisbon 

Township.  The latest inspection revealed that the bridge in question is in the worst shape.  

McCord introduced Rob Eaton, who is a Village Trustee involved in these bridge projects.  

Koukol asked if other bridges in Plattville were going to need repairs soon as well.  He wondered 

if all the bridges had been inspected.  Underwager confirmed that all bridges in Plattville are part 

of the biennial bridge inspection program, and this was the worst bridge.  It is currently restricted 

to legal loads only (80,000#).  No overweight permits can be issued for this bridge. 

 

Gengler asked Klaas what the typical process was for splitting costs with a municipality – or if 

the County had a policy for it.  Klaas stated that splitting costs with townships was a very 

common thing, covered by the statutes, and commonly funded through the township bridge 

program.  Although more uncommon, there is some precedent for assisting municipalities with 

bridge projects, and state statutes allow counties to make improvements on roads or bridges 

within the county, regardless of jurisdiction.  He felt there was a significant need for this 

improvement, and the Village would have difficulty funding it on their own.  Splitting the costs 

would be a relatively easy thing for the County to do, and could be covered by an IGA outlining 

the cost for each agency.  Gengler asked if the IGA should incorporate future projects for other 

bridges in the Village.  Klaas thought this should be a stand alone project as there would not 

likely be other bridge projects moving forward in the near term.  And due to uncertainty in future 

funding, he thought evaluating each project as they come up would be the way to go.  Koukol 

added that this project could also be justified considering that Plattville is out there all by itself, 
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surrounded by unincorporated Kendall County territory, and County residents drive through this 

community.  Klaas made one final point.  If Plattville had not incorporated, this bridge would 

still be under township jurisdiction, and the same petition for funding would simply be coming 

from the township instead of the municipality.  Shanley asked what needed to be done.  Klaas 

indicated that the Committee could simply direct the County Engineer to work with the State’s 

Attorney Office to prepare an IGA with the Village and bring that back at a later date as an 

action item.  Committee concurred with moving forward with this as soon as possible.  Koukol 

even suggested that, in the interest of time, an IGA could be taken directly to County Board 

instead of running through Highway Committee.   

 

Motion Gengler; second Shanley to approve the low bid from D Construction, Inc. in the amount 

of $196,378 for Chicago Road Drainage Improvements.  Klaas presented bid results from a 

recent bid opening.  Bid results were generally higher than expected, due to bidding in the 

middle of the construction season.  Motion approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion Koukol; second Shanley to recommend approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement for 

Kendall County Transportation Alternatives Program (“KC-TAP”) funding to the City of Joliet 

to resurface the multi-use path along the west side of Ridge Road between Theodore Street and 

Black Road.  Klaas summarized the project and recommend forwarding the IGA to the County 

Board for approval.  Motion approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Under Chairman’s Report, Koukol said that the County Engineer has done an excellent job of 

communicating progress on the proposed roundabouts on Plainfield Road. 

 

In Other Business, the committee discussed another crash at the intersection of Millington Road 

and Rogers Road.  A blinker stop sign had to be replaced at a cost of approximately $1,900.  

Koukol asked if we go after the insurance company to get reimbursed for these costs.  Klaas 

stated that Michele is very tenacious in that regard, and regularly recoups costs for damages.  

Michele reported that she just got $5,000 back from insurance for the damaged lighting cabinet 

at Eldamain & Galena.  In fact, that cabinet has been hit and replaced twice in the past year.   

 

Motion Shanley; second Gengler to forward Highway Department bills for the month of July in 

the amount of $3,078,675.20 to the Finance Committee for approval.  Motion approved 

unanimously. 

 

Motion Gengler; second Shanley, to adjourn the meeting at 3:49 PM.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Francis C. Klaas, P.E. 

Kendall County Engineer 
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Action Items 

 

1. Approve the low bid from D Construction, Inc. in the amount of $196,378 for Chicago Road 

Drainage Improvements 
 

2. Intergovernmental Agreement for Kendall County Transportation Alternatives Program 

(“KC-TAP”) funding to the City of Joliet to resurface the multi-use path along the west side 

of Ridge Road between Theodore Street and Black Road 


